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It is often said that everyone a unique 
story. Local Girl Scout Mamie Smith 
listened to some of the best stories in 
Fayette County that without Mamie, 
would never be heard.  

For her Gold Award Project, 
Mamie wanted to capture the 
experiences of people in our community. 
She went to local retirement homes and 
hung flyers around the community 
seeking volunteers who would be willing 
to share their stories.  

In the end, twenty-five men and 
women contacted Mamie about the 
interviews.  She interviewed each of 
them about their memories, 
accomplishments, and stories.  

All of the stories were special, 
but some stood out more than others.  

“I got to interview a women who 
lived in France during World War II,” 
Mamie recalled. “Her family had to 
move to the countryside and her dad had 
to hide away to avoid being recruited by 
the Nazi army.”  

Another involved Mamie’s ballet 
teacher who lived in London during 
World War II. Her family had to move 
out of the city while the Germans and 
British forces engaged in the Battle of 
Britain.  

After listening to stories, Mamie 
wrote up her final Gold Award 
paperwork and earn the highest award in 
the Girl Scout Program.  

However, even though Mamie 
has officially finished her project, there 
are still more stories from the twenty-

five people she interviewed that need to 
be transcribed.  

“It takes about four hours to 
transcribe one hour worth of the 
interview,” Mamie said. “I also received 
help from Key Club and the National 
Honor Society to make the workload a 
little less for me.”  

Mamie’s project was a large and 
difficult idea to carry out, but she sill	  
encourages other Girl Scouts to think 
like her.  

“Plan big, but stick to that plan.”  
Mamie explained that a large and 

ambitious project is possible, as long as 
the girl asks for help. 

“You can’t do this all yourself. 
You really do grow when you get help 
from other people.” 

Learning about a subject is a lot 
more fun and interesting when a person 
who lived through the event tells the 
story instead of just reading it out of an 
American History textbook.  

Thanks to Mamie, people have 
the opportunity to let the world know 
their stories about world events.  

Readers are encouraged to visit 
her blog to read all the amazing stories 
that Mamie collected during her project.  
	  
http://lifelegacyproject.wordpress.com/in
terviewees/ 
 
 


