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PEACHTREE CITY-It is truly amazing 
what one can bring back from a family 
vacation; but Maddie Plant may have the 
most amazing yet. 

Five years ago, local Girl Scout 
Maddie Plant went on an African safari 
with her family. While touring, Maddie 
visited a small village and fell in love 
with the local children.  

“I knew I wanted to focus my 
Gold Award Project around them,” 
Maddie said. “But figuring out exactly 
what to do was an issue.” 

When Maddie started her 
freshman year at McIntosh High School, 
her councilor, Fagan, put her in touch 
with the woodshop teacher, Ken 
Singleton.  

After meeting with Singleton, 
Maddie decided to build a playground 
for the kids. Singleton’s woodshop class 
built the playground over the course of 
the year and when it was completed, 
Maddie shipped it off to Africa.  

Finally, after a few shipping 
mishaps, the playground reached its 
intended destination: the village.  
“It was so rewarding seeing the children 
smiling and laughing and knowing that I 
helped make their lives better.” 

Without Mr. Singleton and Girl 
Scouts, Maddie may never have brought 
joy to the young boys and girls living a 
completely different life than American 
children.  

While Maddie was changing the 
lives of those children in African, Girl 
Scouts was changing Maddie’s life. 
“I never would have gotten into the 
[University of Georgia] without it.” 

The main point of the Gold 
Award to is help someone else, but that 
doesn’t mean that it cannot benefit the 
scout either. “Having such a challenging 
project, and just a Gold Award Project in 
general, definitely helped me get into 
UGA.” 

Of course, one does not need to 
change a village thousands of miles 
away to have an outstanding project.  

Jobs that may seem simple here 
in our community go a long way as well.  

“Many Middle school girls drop 
out of the program way too early. If you 
stick with it, it can be so rewarding in 
the end.” 
 


